COMMENTATORS INTRODUCTION        7
Then there came to her the wives of those five hundred
young nobles who had renounced the world on hearing,
on the bank of the Rohim river, the * Discourse concerning
Strife and Dissension,' and they told her, saying : * We will
all renounce the world to follow the Master.' And they
wished that she should lead them to him. Now Great
Pajapatl had once already asked the Master for admission
to his Order, and had not won his consent; wherefore she
now bade her hairdresser cut off her hair, and donning the
yellow robes, she took all those Sakiya ladies with her to
Vesali, and there entreating Him of the Tenfold Power
through Elder Ananda, she gained his permission to leave
the world and enter the Order by accepting the Eight
Kules.1 And the others, also, were all ordained at the
same time.
This, in brief, is the story. What is here said has been
handed down at greater length here and there in the Pali
Canon.
Thus ordained, Great Pajapatl came before the Master,
and, saluting him, stood on one side. Then he taught her
the Norm. She, taking up under him the system of
exercise, attained to Arahantship. The other five hundred
Bhikkhunls attained it at the end of Nandaka's sermon.2
Now the Order of Bhikkhunls being thus well established,
and multiplying in divers villages, towns, country districts,
and royal residences, dames, daughters-in-law and maidens
of the clans, hearing of the great enlightenment- of the
Buddha, of the very truth of the Norm, of the excellent
practices of the Order, were mightily pleased with the
system, and, dreading the round of rebirth, they sought
permission of husband, parents, and kin, and taking the
system to their bosom, renounced the world. So re-
nouncing and living virtuously, they received instruction
from the Master and the Elders, and with toil and effort
soon realized Arahantship. And the psalms which they
1	For the oldest account of this, see Rhys Davids and Oldenberg,
Vinaya Texts, iii., 320/.
2	Majjhima Nilcaya^ iii., pp. 270 ff.

